


that have come from great distances,” D’Alessio 
says. “We prefer to explore the property and 
local quarries [for a lower carbon footprint], and 
use whatever boulders we can pull out of the 
ground. By using several types of fieldstone, we 
attain an appearance that no one else can match. 
It’s truly one-of-a-kind.” 

The chateau’s exterior is dramatic with three 
functioning chimneys, the tallest of which tops 
out at 60 feet. They are formed from handmade 
clay bricks and hand-chiseled bluestone, ac-
cented by hand-molded limestone pots that stand 
over six and a half feet high. Window surrounds, 
arches, decorative panels, and other details were 
crafted from custom-cast limestone. D’Alessio 
says the design process alone took over six 
months, and a full year passed while the pieces 
were constructed and installed.

Although other designers might take a “close-
enough” approach to historical detail, the 
D’Alessio team is dedicated to providing authentic 
appearances. A perfect example of this is the 
firm’s New Canal Village in historic New Hope, 
Pennsylvania, a cluster of four 4,100-square foot, 
four-level townhomes surrounding a garden and 
central courtyard and overlooking the Delaware 
Canal.

Using the nearby Parry Mansion (the family 
home of Benjamin Parry, “the father of New 
Hope”) as a template, DIAD created exteriors 
to match the original’s late 18th-century Federal 
style. The New Canal Village homes are made 
from more hand-chiseled stones, and the roofs 
are slate with cornice crown moldings, soffits, 
and dormers; copper snow guards and function-
ing wood shutters accented with finely crafted 
wrought-iron fittings complete the timeless look. 
In the end, D’Alessio’s dedication to accuracy 
paid off after all exterior work was reviewed and 
approved by New Hope’s Historical Architec-
tural Review Board.






