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Ne w St O ’;] B i%! Classic and timeless, carved stone adds a centuries-old
g e aesthetic to grand homes. By Nauci Théorer
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THE KEW STCOINE AGH

Tadays homeowners in search of the ulomare statement
&M 1 I-'I'5i'||l1,!.', |'||.-|I!ur_l-'. when natural stane was the be-all
and end-all of archivecture, covering interior surfaces
with exqguisire band-carved ormamentation worthy of
the world's mrcatest chateaux and cathedrals.

“I abways say we build castles for the 2152 century,” sars
Andrea [FAbssio Jr, whose award swimming Pennsylvania
based DY Absssio Inspiied Architectural Diesigns spocialises
in residennal stone desagn and construction. " Ancient
architecise in EI.IH:‘TII.‘ and Rome—inom the foundation
fo the entire bulliing andd even the baghtub—were buailt in
stone, Stane i authbentic and susturable. People travel and
see this and wane to live in thar own castle, They want
ro immomalize their kegacy for their childnen.”

Parusts et thae the stone architceture introduced
i elaborate extenor moldings, friczss and balustrades
conmnues msde, where s mere presence creates gran-
dewir lor stabrcases, hreplaces, kitchen stove hoods and
sculpited basebonrds and coomamn moldings. Classie and
cimseless, carved stone adds relevance and o centuries-okd
aesthetic to even the pewest homes

Interior stone architecture vends to work best m has-
o re-enactments. The simple, clean lmes of contompo-
rary angd medern omes don't bond themasclves o carved
embellishments, says Kob Ripley, whose international
clientele fly into Wisconsn juse to visit his Carved Stone
LCreanons showroom far inspiration.

" People who are intercated in carved stome are usu .|||:.'
looking for an Okl Warld or Mediterrancan fecl,” he savs,
“They ve had great experscnoes m castles tn Evrope and
want o reercate thae boak at home, They hke the old and

digtressed look carved stone creares; it gaves their home

Bach papes Srone fentused by DOAkis
nspired Architettural Deaigna
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2Y DESIGMN THE MEW STOME AGE

Althewgh recent design trends have Birted wath green
marble and blee-ninged granite, most homeowners today
are keaning oo the neutral end of the color spectrum—
beiges, grays and off-whires,

“The architecy or designer typically gives us the paleste
they're working with,” says Ripley. “Generally they wan:
to coordinate columns and Rreplaces with floaring so the
loosk flows through the home and provides cantinoiry.,
We seldom use color unless it's a5 an accent”

D' Abessin sayvs whine is currently wending. “We're back
to white: Carrora and pure-white marhles are hot right
now for staircases. We're also doing honed black gran-
ite that has no shing and looks plain but very clogant.”

His eompany has creased stone mansions and citames
throughout the conmrry=—Los Angles 1o Fhiladelphia,
Long Island to Miami—on properties ranging from one-
half acre to more than 50 acres, “Owur homes get notkoral
attention, and we get calls from China, Rorway, all oves
the world,” says [ Alessan,
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n'ﬂflih.‘ mCer !::h.t'-ulug.;,}' that beams three-dimen-
siomal CAD dra Hl'iﬂg;': ai laser engravmgs ri;:hl: Lo shone
carvers in |I:I1|}'. Framee, China and India ‘.whcn:w'r the
stone iz mined), most of D Alessio’s work @ seill done by
hand - and sometimes onsite. “Tt's a bost art and most
archirecrs I:I:I'd.\}' don't know how to ha:g Or CArve an
£.000-pound piece of stone,™ be savs. “We night have 250
to 500 people hand carving stone, using a pencal chisel just
lake I!h!:r' did rhossands of YEADS Ap. Thcie's an anthen-
ticity and depth to our stonework. You see one of our
homes and don't believe it was built in 2008 or 2002, This
is qualicy constriscrion. We're Iurilding a louse 1o lase.”

Its chateaw, a private residence in Bucks County, Penn.,
pork 14 momihs ro comgpdere, * For four months, 10 guys
ddid nothing bue chip stone,” sive DY Alessio, “This 3 super
custom work. People ane looking ro distinguish their
hasme from the ather 50,000-square-foor home being
Duilt angl ther="s po berrer way o do i than with authen-
tic stonewdork ™ B
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